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The Nixon administration's 
determination to prevent total 
Communist control of Cam- 
bodia is verbally illuminated 
by Vice President Agnew’s 
words and financially backed 
by a new $40 million arms aid 
program. 

The aid program of “up to 
$40 million'’ in small arms, 
ammunition, communications 
equipment, spare parts and 
training was formally an- 
nounced yesterday by the 
State Department. 

This is expected to be ai first 
installment for the current fis- 
cal year, which began July 1, 
and is in addition to $8.9 mil- 
lion worth of similar aid in 
the last part of the previous 
fiscal year. 

The aid program fits Ag- 
new's pronouncement on Sun- 
day that “we’re going to do ev- 
erything we can to help the 
Lon Nol government” in Cam- 
bodia because “the whole mat- 
ter of Cambodia is related to 
the security of or troops in 
Vietnam.” 

The Nixon administration 
had avoided any prior commit- 
ment to the Lon Nol regime. 
The usual formulation has 
been that used by Secretary of 
State William P. Rogers last 
June 25, that the survival of 



the Lon Nol regime itself 
would be “helpful” but not 
necessarily “essential.” Rogers 
added that “it Is preferable to 
have the present government 
or at least a free government, 
a neutral government, con- 
tinue in Cambodia." 

But as Communist attacks 
have continued, and with no 
alternative government in 
sight except a Communist one, 
American backing for Lon Nol 
has increased. Agnew’s words 
made it official. 

Yesterday State Department 
spokesman Robert J. Mc- 
Closkey contended that Ag- 
new’s remarks had not altered 
American policy, the same po- 
sition taken a day earlier by a 
Western White House spokes- 
man. 

Agnew tied the success of 
the VIetnamization program in 
South Vietnam to the outcome 
in Cambodia. But officials 
here yesterday denied that 
VIetnamization depends on 
the survival of the Lon Nol re- 
At the Capitol, Agnew's re- 
marks, plus the new aid pro- 
gram, produced differing reac- 
tions. Senate Majority Leadfr 
Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.) com- 
mented: 

“It appears to me the in- 
crease in aid, the increase 
from 11 to 50 of the U.S. mis- 
sion. the close air support in 



all parts <?f Cambodia— all 
these could be a prelude to ad- 
visers to administer the aid 
and then others to protect the 
advisers. I can only hope it 
doesn’t get out of hand like it 
did in Vietnam.” 

But Sen. GOP assistant 
leader Robert P. Griffin 
(Mich.), saying Agnew was 
“acting as spokesman for the 
President,” commented that 
“it would be very dangerous 
to our situation in Vietnam if 
there were a Communist take- 
over in Cambodia. We support 
the idea of a neutralist gov- 
ernment in Combodia. We all 
agree that American troops 
shouldn’t go in to support 
the Lon Nol government, but 
to help it defend itself — 
by supplying small arms, for 
example — is certainly consist- 
ent with protecting our troops 
in Vietnam.” 

This was the rationale of- 
fered in granting the “up to” 
$40 million arms aid that also 
includes maintenance of the 
T-28 propeller planes in the 
Cambodian air force and pos- 
sibly replacements for lost 
planes. 

Officials would not disclose 
the number of Cambodian 
troops who will receive the 
equipment, chiefly up to the 
level of mortars and trucks. 
The money will come from 
military aid funds already au- 



thorized by Congress and from 
money now available under a 
continuing resolution. 

The $40 million figure was 
described as “our best plan- 
ning figure” but it was con- 
ceded “what happens” will af- 
fect the total for the year. A 
companion multimilllon-dollar 
economic aid program for 
Cambodia is still in the plan- 
ning stage, it was said. 

There will be no training of 
Cambodians by Americans in 
Cambodia, it was said. But 
much of the training will be 
done in third countries. It al- 
ready has begun in South 
Vietnam and may also take 
place in Thailand. The Thais 
arc awaiting Agnew’s visit to 
find out whether the adminis- 
tration has figured out how to 
finance Thai forces that might 
be sent into Cambodia to aid 
Lon Nol. 

In all this Mansfield said he 
could “see the renewal of the 
pattern of Vietnam. It’s a very 
gloomy picture.” 

The extent of American in- 
volvement, it is now conceded 
within the administration, will 
turn on the extent and success 
of Communist pressure on the 
Lon Nol government and 
whether sections of Cambodia, • 
especially those close to Viet- 
nam, are turned into staging 
areas for attacks across the 
border in the coming months. 



